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Research in the 
A  M dAmerican Midwest

What is it?

The Midwest: 
God’s Gift to 
Planet Earth!Planet Earth!
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Fly Over Country

As defined by the Census Bureau
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Middletown, USA

Why
is it useful to 
approach the pp

Midwest from a 
Genealogical point 

of  view?

Why 
don’t we simply 

apply our research pp y
efforts to each of  
the twelve states 

individually?
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What Are the 

Advantages?Advantages?

Pitfalls?

Why
are we talking about research in the 

Midwest?
• The�westward�expansion�did�not�happen�in�a�
smooth�continuous�progression.

• There were significant events that caused• There�were�significant�events�that�caused�
migration�across�the�country�to�occur�in�
spurts�of�groups�of�people
– Wars�(here�and�abroad)
– Displacement�of�Native�Americans,�Mormons
– Roads,�Canals,�Railroads,�Gold�Rushes,�
Homestead�Act,�etc.

How did it start?

Ohio River
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1800

1810

1853
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As defined by the Census Bureau

Major Ethnic Groups

• Scandinavians

• Germans�(2nd wave)

• Czechoslovakians

• Irish
• Canadians
• ScotsͲIrish

• East�Slavs�(Russians,�
Ukranians,�Polish,�
Belorussians,�etc)

ScotsͲIrish

• Germans�from�
Russia

Major Religious Affiliations

• Churches�loyal�to�the�
Pope�in�Rome
– Favored�Eastern�rites

• Baptists

• Congregationalists

• Church�of�the�
• Methodists

• Lutherans

• Presbyterians

Brethren

• Quakers

• Mennonites
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Volgadeutsch
Midwest

• North�Dakota
• South�Dakota
• Kansas

Elsewhere

• New�York

• Oregon
Kansas

• Iowa
• Michigan
• Minnesota
• Wisconsin
• Illinois

• Washington

• Fresno�County�in

California

Territorial Records
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Missouri Territory
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Dakota Territory

USDOE�MIDWEST�CHP�TAP

“The Midwest didn’t 
just happen.  It was 

invented”
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From Territory to State
State Statehood Territory Incorp.�Date

1 Ohio 1803����17th Northwest 1782

2 Indiana 1816����19th Indiana 1800

3 Illinois 1818����21st Illinois 1809

4 Missouri 1821����24th Missouri 1812

5 Michigan 1837 26th Michigan 18055 Michigan 1837����26th Michigan 1805

6 Iowa 1845����29th Iowa 1838

7 Wisconsin 1848����30th Wisconsin 1836

8 Minnesota 1858����32nd Minnesota 1849

9 Kansas 1861����34th Kansas 1854

10 Nebraska 1867����37th Nebraska 1854

11 North�Dakota 1889����39th Dakota 1861

12 South Dakota 1889����40th Dakota 1861

Territories in the Censuses
1790 1800 1810 1820

Ohio�?��(1803)

Missouri�Terr.��?��
(1821)

Territories in the Censuses
1830 1840 1850 1860 1870
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1810 Census
• Schedules�exist�for:

– 17�States

– District�of�Columbia

– Georgia�Territory

– Mississippi�Territory

– Louisiana Territory

• District�wide�loss�for:
– District�of�Columbia

– Georgia

– Indiana�Territory

– Mississippi�Territory

– Louisiana Territory (MO)– Louisiana�Territory

– Orleans

– Michigan�Territory

– Illinois�Territory

– Louisiana�Territory�(MO)

– New�Jersey

– Tennessee

• Partial�loss�for:
– Illinois�Territory

– Ohio

Ohio in 1810

From�ANIMAP

Washington�County

Ohio in the 1810 Census

No Washington County in Ohio!
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Ohio in the 1810 Census

Ohio in the 1810 Census

Washington County

Ohio in the 1810 Census
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Ohio in the 1810 Census

Ohio in the 1810 Census

Ohio in the 1810 Census
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Ohio in the 1810 Census

Ohio in the 1810 Census

Ohio in the 1810 Census
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Illinois in the 1810 Census
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Migration Patterns

• NEHGS (American Ancestors)
– The Great Migration Newsletter  (vols 1-15)

• Understanding Midwest Migration Patterns to Further 
Family History Research By Rhonda R. McClureFamily History Research By�Rhonda�R.�McClure

– scholarsarchive.byu.edu/

Restless America: state-to-state migration in 2012

Chris�Walker

Ohio vital records
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Indiana vital records

Iowa vital records

Nebraska vital records

Nebraska�Marriages,�1856Ͳ1898 9,214

Nebraska�Monthly�Meeting:�Quaker�Records 3,585

Nebraska Birth, Marriage & Death
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Miscellaneous Nebraska records

Besides the individual state 
repositories, where should we look?

• Mid-Continent Public Library Midwest Genealogy Center
• Allen County Public Library (ACPL) Genealogy Center
• Midwest Historical and Genealogical Library
• Dallas Public Central Library
• Swenson Swedish Immigration Research Center
• Family History Library (www.familysearch.org)
• Ancestry.com
• National Archives (NARA Washingtron DC)
• National Archives (NARA Chicago, St. Louis, Kansas 

City)

Midwest�Genealogy�Center
Independence,�Missouri
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www.mymcpl.org/genealogy
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www.genealogycenter.org/
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Midwest Historical and 
Genealogical Library

Wichita, Kansas

We�are�open�9am�– 4pm,�Tuesday�and�Saturday.� Please�
check�the�calendar or�call 316Ͳ264Ͳ3611�for�updates�on�
holiday�or�weather�closings.
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Dallas Public Central Library
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www.augustana.edu/general-information/swenson-center-
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Genealogical Research at the 
Swenson Center

• Resources include:
– Church records from denominations founded by 

Swedish immigrants in North America
– Passenger indexes from American and Scandinavian 

portsp
– Records of different organizations founded by 

Swedish immigrants in North America
– Swedish-language newspapers published in the 

United States and Canada
– City Directories and census materials from many 

urban areas with strong concentrations of Swedish-
Americans, and several other types of indexes

Genealogical Research at the 
Swenson Center

• Resources include:
– Swedish-language newspapers published in the 

United States and Canada
– City Directories and census materials from many 

urban areas with strong concentrations of g
Swedish-Americans

• And several other types of indexes
– Index of emigrants from Sweden (CD-ROM 

called Emibas): Contains nearly 1.1 million 
emigrants from more than 2,300 parishes 
(roughly three fourths of all emigrants from 
Sweden)
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SAG is 
published in 
English and 
contains a 
column for 
subscribers' 
genealogical 
queries.

$30/year

www.familysearch.org/search

www.familysearch.org/search



2/13/2015

30

www.familysearch.org/search

www.familysearch.org/search
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www.familysearch.org/search
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www.archives.gov/
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Indian�School�
Journal,Volume 7,�
Number�5,�
03/1907
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Act of 
Congress
Organizing 
the territories 
of Nebraska 

d Kand Kansas


