
To find living people



! What is ReferenceUSA?
! How can it help in your research?
! Using it effectively

" Basic Search – Company and person
" Custom (or Advanced) Search
" Success stories

! Where can I get it for free?



! Subscription database or electronic resource
! Access to business and residential listings

" Business Search
! A detailed listing of executives, financial information, 

public filings and news
" People Search

! Names, addresses and phone numbers if listed publicly
! They appear 8-12 weeks after phone books come out



Real time access to more than 
! 24 million businesses
! 235 million consumers
! Including new businesses, new homeowners 

and movers



! Superior compilation, verification, and quality 
assurance processes that yield the highest 
quality data.

! Show me:
! http://referenceusa.com/Static/DataQuality



! Locate lost relatives
! Expand your genealogy research including 

your families’ stories
! Locate previously unknown relatives



! Business Search
" Pro Quest LLC

! People Search
" Basic – Maurice Howe, Indiana
" Advanced – Touney, Iowa, Wisconsin, Illinois

























! Descendants of 
! Elizabeth Touney

" Maiden name was Elizabeth Tierney













! http://library.santaclaraca.gov









! Free 24/7 with your Santa Clara City Library 
card



“I’ve lost track of my Uncle’s first wife 
and would like to reach out to her.  
She was born in 1945 and they 
divorced in 1969.  Her maiden name 
was Shirley Ann Ellis and my 
Uncle’s name was Brian Bjornson.  
They lived in Idaho.  I heard she 
moved to Washington state and had 
a daughter with a second husband.”



Resources used:

•Google name search 
•MyHeritage.com
•PeopleSmart.com
•ReferenceUSA.com (free at the Library)





Showed 
Shirley Ann Bjornson 
married 
Garland Cutler in Nevada in 
November 1970







Google Search  - not any help since we didn’t know her 
current name

MyHeritage.com – showed Shirley Ann Bjornson marrying 
Gerard Cutler

Peoplesmart.com – showed Shirley associated with others

Remember genealogical research principles.  
Go back to the earliest known records and 
move forward in time.



Thank you for coming!

Try ReferenceUSA out

Any questions?

Mary Boyle
mboyle@santaclaraca.gov

408.615-2909


