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Virginias’ Native Peoples

• In 1607, there may have been 13,000 
Algonquian-speaking Native Americans 
within the Coastal Plain territory within the Coastal Plain territory 
claimed by Powhatan

• 15,000 Siouan-speaking 
Monacans/Manahoacs in the Piedmont

• Colonists dealt badly with them

Virginias’ Resources
• Foreign tobacco severely depleted the 

soil requiring more and more virgin 
land

• Native Americans were driven off their 
lands to make way

• Promises were often violated

Virginias’ Natural Resources
• Coal
• Limestone
• Granite
• Sand & Gravel

• Natural gas
• Hydroelectric power
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Virginias’ Cultivated  Resources

• Tobacco
• Timber (lumber & pulp)
• Cotton
• Peanuts
• Apples
• Seafood

Virginias’ Religions

• Anglican
• Episcopal
• Methodist

• Catholic
• German Brethren
• MoraviansMethodist

• Baptist
• Congregationalist
• Lutheran
• Presbyterian

Moravians
• Hugeunots
• Quakers
• Jewish
• Reformed everything

Virginias’ Genealogy Records

Church Records (pre-Revolution)
• The�state�church�of�Virginia�was�the�Church�of�England�(also�called�

Anglican,�and�later�Protestant�Episcopal)�g , p p )

• Besides�keeping�parish�registers,�the�church�kept�many�records�of�a�civil�
nature�in�their�vestry�books�

• In�many�instances,�parish�registers�containing�baptism,�marriage,�and�
death�records�have�not�survived�when�vestry�books�have�

• Colonial�vestries�largely�ceased�functioning�in�1786,�when�local�overseers�
of�the�poor�took�charge�of�some�of�the�vestries'�main�responsibilities
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Virginias’ Genealogy Records
Civil Records (post-Revolution)

Virginia Birth County Marriages Deaths

Earliest�records 1853Ͳ1896 1706 1853Ͳ1896

Statewide�Registration 1912 1853 1912

General�Compliance Late�1917 1853 Late 1917

West�Virginia Birth County Marriages Deaths

Earliest�records 1853Ͳ1900 1781 1853Ͳ1800

Statewide�Registration 1917* 1853 1917*

General�Compliance 1925 1853 1925

*�Fire�destroyed�many�1917Ͳ1921�records

Virginias’ Genealogy Records
*�Fire�destroyed�many�1917Ͳ1921�records

NO,�NO,�NO,�NO!
THE�KANAWHA�COUNTY�COURTHOUSE�HAS�NEVER�BURNED!!

B S SBy�Susan�Scouras
In�1921�in�downtown�Charleston,�West�Virginia’s�State�Capitol�
burned�and�was�destroyed.�No�Department�of�Health�Vital�
Registration�records�were�lost!...

The�Kanawha�County�Courthouse,�a�totally�separate�building�located�
several�blocks�away�in�downtown�Charleston,�did�not�burn�down�in�
1921�or�at�any�other�time.

Virginias’ Genealogy Records
*�Fire�destroyed�many�1917Ͳ1921�records
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www.familysearch.org/wiki

www.familysearch.org/wiki

www.lva.virginia.gov/
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www.vdh.state.va.us/Vital_Records/gene.htm
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www.wvculture.org/vrr
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In�late�1839,�arriving Mormons bought�the�small�
town�of�Commerce�and�in�April�1840�it�was�
renamed Nauvoo by Joseph�Smith,
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