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Making Sense 
of 

FamilySearch 
Family Tree
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Getting set up
1. Register at www.familysearch.org
2. Activate your account
3. Invite yourself to FamilySearch Family Tree
4. Search for ancestors
5. Navigating the Family Tree
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Log onto www.familysearch.org
Click here!
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Register for a FamilySearch account

Click here!
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If it happens, it will only be a coincidence
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Register for a FamilySearch account

Check 
this 

button
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Register for a
FamilySearch account

Fill out 
this 

form
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Your first name
Your surname name

Remember 
these two items

Shows at the top of the web 
page
Submissions are tagged 
with this name

Duh!
Login name - At least 8 
characters; no special 
characters

At least 8 characters; at least 1 
digit and 1 letter
Must be the same
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This weird word is 
called a CAPTCHA

Then click 
here

Your valid E-mail address
Must be the same

Enter it here
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It may require that you change one or more of your names if 
someone else has already registered them.  Or you may have 
to correct something that doesn’t fit their rules.  Any changes 
you need to make will be flagged for you.
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A message will appear telling you to look for an 
E-mail message asking you to confirm your 
registration.

Your display name will be here

Click 
here
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You are now registered
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If it happens, it will still only be a coincidence

And if it does, invite them in and ask them to organize your genealogy 
for you!!!
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Step 3 - Invite yourself to 
FamilySearch Family Tree

Click 
here
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Click here 
again
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Fill 
this 
in

Click here
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There is 
one more 
step to go

Now you 
are 
logged in



2/17/2013

19

Click 
here
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Invite yourself 
to Family Tree

Click 
here
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Click 
here



2/17/2013

22



2/17/2013

23

Voilà!!!
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See!
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This is 
not a 
normal 
pedigree 
chart!!!
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Yet another 
search engine 
to figure out

The basic search
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The advanced search



2/17/2013

30

1900 US Census, Iowa, Plymouth, Le Mars, Dist. 0100, image 10

Louis Gunther  b. 1868

Lena Gunther   b. 1874
Fena Gunther   b. 1900

Married about 1899
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